et s s -

MEI!IMPBMMUW

"‘I‘oEachMemberofthclmhhtumlAm

‘Sending This Letter.

 Dzar Smi—Recent observations- of the workings ot the
present prifuary Iaw eonvince: me that duless' she' law is

' “amended, the people of Florida will have to:reconéile them-

e

aélves to the fact that any or all of their puuio viflcers are
ot the disposal of persons, corporations, or combinations,
mlhng as their selfish interests might prompt them, to apend
money enough to eledt Anyone whom théy chodse’ to. bring
out ad 'éandidates, snd whom they wovld bé willing, con-
tented and pleased to” see plaved in positiohs of trust be-
canee of the bénefit that might acorne to them.

It is an open wsecret, as you and others whioare well in,
formed, and who have seen 3 practical test of the operation
of the primary law know, that mongy has been used, and
can be used, to override the free will "of the people in the
selection of public officers, Yon will perhips  domoede that

- all people, thinking unselfishly for ¢he public Rood, agree

" ‘should take.

—

“ithas the primary law whould be amended so'that the use of |

money in determining the resulis of eleotions cap be pre-
vented; the only disagreement being as to the
to do this, embracing the forms which the amendments

*“For some weeks past, T have given 'thi; matteér thoughtfa

" and earnest eonsideration, and without "takihg any credit
| miyself—Dbeeguse snyoné who déevoted tirke ‘wnd thought, to

“rghe matter could doubtiess hive' done as well'if not better—

¥ 2 f] believe that ] have worked out some amendments that will

. '. "_1.,
H 'u”/

‘do much'to prevent the' effective tsé of ‘money i’ pﬁ..q
slections iu this State,

Knowing of your deep interest ity dtW*Qtﬁhm and
particularly because I am cogwizant that you have devoted
“much of your time snd = considerable portion of your purse
to the perfection. of the ballot in this. State, [ wish Lo sub-
‘mit thesé amendmeiils t0 you as briefly as Fean wi&ouu-

‘rmess, and ask that you give me the benefit of your opinion.

In spite of an apparént showing to the contrary (viewing

~ some of the results of recent elections) L believe -that the

people of this State are now ready for a change 1o the eles-

“tion'law that will make the ballot iree and uncontrolled by

anything but the will of the people patriotically expressed
ab the polls. T believe that the publio conscience is aronsed
to 8 determination te extivpate governmental evils. " That this
" is 80, i# due to the recent widespread publicity of  official
corruption and the exposure of the methods nsed by inter.

. ested persons to make Lheir seryauts also the public servants,

best methods |

!

SALUTATORY

i a continuing i day in|
Beginning today and t g ‘every ddy in AndMihé Mﬁn?ﬁﬂ!‘" Phﬂil‘ _.'."7 ;
the battle gmanammmwr f the
National Democratic Fight for'the N
tion in 1912.—The  Wailes muh

Also Little Pnhnw ~cour '*

tute adjourns, this newspaper will be published,
by the people of Florida, for the peogk of Florida.

More than five years ago I began pubhshmg
The Sun, for the people of Florida.
issue I laid down the proposition that newspapers
whose news and editorial columns did not belong
to'the people—meaning all the people—were 'not
newspapers at all—these coming under the head of
goods and chattels. '

I thonght this, wrote it and said it, when, my
money was invested in The Sun, and when I was
hot-footing on a cold trail, for pay-roll money of
Saturdays. - 3

think it now-~and again, through the goodness

of God, in whom the Divine principles of TRUTH,
WISDOM AND LOVE are personified, and from
whom alone impulses that lead men to them, flow,
I am again permitted to write it on this page where

it wlll be read, understood and believed,

g i A

For this niewspaper belongs entirely to the peo-
ple of Florida.. The expenses of its publication are

met from a fund made up by the voluntary contri-
butions of the people of Florida.

This fund was turned over to me for this pur-
pose—becaunse in the fullness of their charity, the
contributors confided in my humble capacity aud
limited experiences to use it well, and in the in-
tegrity of my purpose to use it ONLY FOR
GOOD, in strict conformity wlth the impulse that

proqged them to raise it.

For this I am grateful.
1 hope that I will be permitted to show the quali-

ty and measure of my gratitude, by the quality and
‘measure of my work.

I
!

the ‘week (Monday’s excepted) until the Legisla-|°

In the first]

v‘l'

gets a jolt.

5
““The Wailes Claim'’ is again’ sbmt to ‘W t-ha W*

tention of the Lﬂglsluture Hon, Fupk Clark, who Mn

been mgulvrly retained to represent the claimants, ar-

rived in Tallahassee early in the week, bot,: “however, for

the sole purpooe of working on the Wailps claim, as Mr.
Clark has troubles of his own just now, and later M.«

Selma, Ala., and Mr. T M. Fielding, Mr. Clark’'s law
partner, appeared upon tne secene. From what can be

learned ut this time, the sentiment among the leglsine * A .‘,.‘-f.

tors is for the passage of the Enabling Act, permitting
Col Wailes to take his eiaim. into the courts, but it’ -
seems quite certain that the Legislature will never award
to him any greater amount of money than' the $25.000.00 -
which has been for six ‘years awaiting  his acceptance,
and this ouly provided that he does not antagonize mems
bers uow in favor of the proposed Enabling Act, by uns
wise lobbying. Under the Act of 1907 'legislators msy
enter what might betermed “quo warranto. pre

much eonsideration they are aoting.
his brather are fond of tamiiliwt{’;’%mn' :
went into the Union Army at the time of the “hta
pleasantness,” from the State of Maryland where the _ -; |
were thén living, andithe othér, the major, ¢ame to Ala-
bama and enlisted on the Southern side. ‘
er went in a private, returmng a Major, and has made his'
home in Alalima ever since, and the other “has lived . an
large part of E®™inie, since the war, in the South, a M
many yoars in Florida. Seeing the two old men wi
their arms about each other’s shoulders, and rmuin‘wgm
four yéars of strife and division which separated f ;
families, brothers, one is-inclined to give thanks for
grace of forgiveness whioh can be cultivated in the lmm
heart, to blossom into nrotherly love.

Retorning to the ‘mention of Hon. Frank
perhaps has not ocourred to the genexsl publio that. q
upparently harmless little resolution introduced "in tht*
House of Representatives of the State of " Florida m)‘

d..|

Wailes; acosmparied by - his  brother, “Major Wailes, of = 'F

against lobbyists, inquiring what nght and for Mf‘u-"-:i:

bring the State into the limelight before all the Nation,. w.;_ i

As the press of the State has snnonneed, the Hon. . W'il- o

linm Jennings Bryan has been invited to  address t&

Legislature, and while no !!llb]m't: was_assigned to m - "".F"."

gentleman for discussion, coming atthis particular | i

juneture 1t is not u far fetched assumption that his addvess i
will bear directly upon. the Alexander resolution xeprd- o

ing Mr, Clark. Should Mr Bryan accept. the invitation, *__*,,'

and pol\t,!cluus hore are umring ench other that h‘. R

his spocch will be his first polittenl stteratice’ oimq

ele siion, and there is no doubt that an issue will be

upoh general politieal prineiples, Mkuhrly the ¢

Munry Democrate inthe Esst, and o eonlidouﬁc

berin the West and South, will be mere. iiln 3

take up Mr. Clark’s charge of Po ulin.m.

a conelusion, thus making clear t way for a m

for the Democratic party in 1918, ‘1Y »il precissly l

cnuse such lpi)ﬂdbil'ty exials  thet the m1 8

sume national importance. Mr. Clark will not 1

i Tullahassee awniting either Mr. Bryan's aoos

og his arrival, for, us the Lagulature hins dn‘l;

Mr Bryan to address that body, out

1do not know fhe names of the contributors,
their number nor the amounts contributed by each.
1 suspect some or all of ten or a dozen friends, ‘but
I cannot tag them. 1 did not want to know, and
would not let them tell me,

Here's how the thing was doue:

When the crowds Jegan to gather for the open-
ing of the Legislative session of 1909, those who
tknew me asked me if I was going to run a'daily
H"W during this session as I did last, My answer
to. each one was the same.

“‘Having spent a large sum trying to establish
The Sun, I had not the money to run a paper auy

longer. |

"“MPhé'day before the Legislature met, two or three

friends asked me what it would cost to get outa

dlnythlﬂnttb\‘- sespion. Being M of, ex- eybject ar in anywise referning to Mr, _qhthr L
| t with the Rard eamodwg #ﬂ rﬂm he,q;-, to sssume that Mr, ‘Bl b

s day for actual'e ﬂ’i‘

History has demonstrated the trath of the faet prosperity
breeds contentment with things as they are and puts to nleep,
‘the public conecience. Tt is equally proved in hstory, M.
poverty begets patriotism, and that the public conscience in
gquickened into life when private purses are depleted. From
all of these things, it seems to me that the pext legislsture
- wffers the best chance we. bave bad in years to amend the |
~ primary law in the interest of the people, and in fairness,
.dmnoy and honesty.
Wou will recall that ‘last session, I'conducted a People's
- /fuobby in which I endeavored 10 do, for ‘the benefis of the
people, what the ecorporations - doing - tor the -paahl
- interests. I believe that this y did some good. I will
pasgee: “..dn conduct the People's Lobby during the entire session,
"N and aw 1 believe that the amendment of the primary law is]
the most important question that can concern the people hﬁ
» logislative way, I have determined to devote most of my
bd attention to an attempt Lo get through propor
amendments to this law, ¥
AMENDMENTS POR THE PRIMABY LAW,
1. Remove the poll tax prevequisite for ¥
primaries, nnd compel the tax collectors to collect
“ the same that they oplleot their persondl taxes.
This smendment .Hl pﬂ» the payment of nu . o
‘- ' ok !. : 1
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